Comparison of glycopeptide in lung cancer tissues of different histological types.
The glycopeptide was studied in the pulmonary cancer tissues of three different histological types including squamous cell carcinoma, undifferentiated cell carcinoma, and adenocarcinoma. The glycopeptide preparation was made by digesting the lung cancer tissues with proteolytic enzymes followed by removal of enzymes and undigested protein. The comparison of the relative proportion of the glycopeptide, which migrated toward the anode slower than hyaluronic acid, and was stained with both alcian blue and PAS, and contained higher sialic acid, was carried out among three different histologic types of lung cancer. This glycopeptide was highest in adenocarcinoma, followed by undifferentiated cell carcinoma, and was lowest in squamous cell carcinoma.